Sabancı University School of Languages School Development Series
Series Editor: Dr. Deniz Kurtoğlu Eken

http://blackswan.com.tr/
Sabancı University School of Languages School Development Series so far consists of four books in
the areas of curriculum development, learner development, teacher development and assessment
of learning. Our School Development Series is an example of how we have collaboratively worked
and grown over the years, Creating and Developing Together, the mission of Sabancı University and
the School of Languages (SL). Our books provide a practical guide and include many examples of
practical tools, tasks and activities as well as key guiding principles in all four areas.

We have always taken pride in being a ‘sharing’ institution and hopefully been setting a good model
in this respect. Over the years, we have worked closely with numerous educational institutions,
sharing our ideas and experiences, educational processes, work samples, practices and documents.
We have always believed in collaboration through a wide range of professional activities such as
training activities, conferences, training and development courses, forums, seminars and
consultancy. Our belief in sharing, collaboration and professional exchange has been the key driving
force behind the idea of our School Development Series. Please see the sections below for detailed
information on each of our books.

Purchasing information: https://www.kitapsan.com.tr/
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A Practical Guide to English Language Learning Assessment in an Academic Context: Principles,
Practices and Reflections (2020)
Editors: Berna Akpınar Arslan and Pınar Gündüz
The effective assessment of English language learning is one of the most challenging areas in
academic school contexts. It necessitates principles, which are built upon a school’s curriculum
scheme and on assessment practices that reflect these principles in the best way possible. Although
there are no simple answers to what this ‘best way’ can be, systematic needs analysis research;
regular programme evaluation studies; ongoing feedback from key stakeholders including language
learners themselves; and principled analyses of assessment data, are essential practices in offering
highly useful insights into decisions regarding an effective assessment scheme.

We believe that A Practical Guide to English Language Learning Assessment in an Academic
Context: Principles, Practices and Reflections will be able to offer such useful insights by sharing
principles, practical examples and reflections on our assessment practices.

We also believe that the guide will be of interest to language teaching professionals who are
interested and/or involved in the assessment of language learning, particularly in foundation or
preparatory programmes, which aim to teach learners academic English language and skills in
preparation for their faculty studies.

The guide takes a practical approach to the development, implementation and evaluation of
assessment practices through a set of practical guidelines based on our experiences and insights in
developing assessment policies and practices. The publication complements the first book in our
School Development Series, A Practical Guide to English Language Curriculum Development in an
Academic Context: Creating, Vitalizing and Evaluating. Our readers are therefore encouraged to
use the two books together while designing, reassessing and further improving their curriculum and
assessment processes and procedures.
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A Practical Guide to English Language Teacher Development in an Academic Context: Approaches,
Explorations and Practices (2017)
Editors: Andrew Bosson and Deniz Kurtoğlu Eken
This publication is all about a school’s most important asset, its teachers. Our book includes a rich
collection of professional development ideas and teacher development stories written by Sabancı
University School of Languages (SL) teachers and is intended to be of interest to all teacher learners
and teaching professionals who believe in lifelong learning, embracing opportunities for further
professional growth. The approaches, explorations and practices presented in the publication are
based on the recognition, creation and design of professional development opportunities promoting
real life experiential teacher learning at the SL.
The themes which run through the book all embrace the idea of lifelong teacher development and
teacher learning through a growth mindset a key element of which is the awareness, desire and
courage to critically explore and reflect on our own approaches and practices as teachers.
Another theme that runs through our book also reveals our understanding of professional
development. Professional development is a thread that connects seemingly unconnected areas in
both teacher and institutional practice and learning. And it is the recognition of this learning that
makes it development.

With the collective contributions of our colleagues, this book also presents a rich example of teacher
development and teacher learning on so many levels; individual research and writing, collaborative
discussion and ideas generation, reflective learning from drafting and redrafting processes, learning
from peers, and gaining a holistic understanding of the myriad professional development
possibilities.

We believe A Practical Guide to English Language Teacher Development in an Academic Context:
Approaches, Explorations and Practices will be of interest to all teaching professionals who see
themselves as lifelong teacher learners and are looking for ‘new’ paths and inspiration on their
developmental journeys.
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A Practical Guide to English Language Learner Development in an Academic Context: Practices and
Processes (2015)
Editors: Esra Gün Alayafi and Neslihan Demirdirek

For us, learners have always been and shall always be at the heart of instruction with methods and
techniques built around learner-centered teaching and more importantly on principles which view
learners as individuals with vast potential and a rich repertoire of learning styles and strategies.
Having learned so much from and with our learners over the years, we have felt professionally
responsible to share all this wonderful learning and experience with other colleagues and
institutions through A Practical Guide to English Language Learner Development in an Academic
Context: Practices and Processes.

The practices and processes that have been discussed in this publication have been created and
developed over the years by members of Sabancı University, School of Languages with a working
goal of promoting autonomous learning.

It is intended that this book will be of interest to other professionals who share similar interests and
aims especially in foundation or preparatory programmes preparing learners for academic study in
English.
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A Practical Guide to English Language Curriculum Development in an Academic Context: Creating,
Vitalizing and Evaluating (2013)
Editors: Leah Bosworth and Jonathan M.G.Smith

This Guide is a set of reflections on the development of the curriculum at Sabancı University School
of Languages over the last decade. During this time the School has created a range of syllabus
documents and worked further on implementing, evaluating and revising an EAP-oriented
curriculum. This has involved several rounds of needs analysis studies focused on improving
different areas of the curriculum and ensuring that the curriculum does not remain a theoretical
document ‘on the shelf’ but is brought to life or ‘vitalized’. In recent years we have become more
aware of the benefits of sharing our experiences in this area with other institutions, which in turn
has been informing innovation in our own curriculum. This has been the motivating factor behind
the publication.

It is intended that A Practical Guide to English Language Curriculum Development in an Academic
Context: Creating, Vitalizing and Evaluating will be of interest to any who are involved in the setting
up and/or development of an English language curriculum for foundation or preparatory
programmes preparing learners for academic study in English. In order for other institutions to learn
from our experiences and transfer the insights we have gained to their own context, this publication
aims to provide a practical approach to the development, implementation and evaluation of the
curriculum.
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